9
“Exemplary Submission.”  1 Pet. 2:13-25.  OT Reading – Isaiah 52:13-53:12.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Today we turn something of a corner in our consideration of the 10 Commandments, as explored by the Heidelberg Catechism.  Up till now, we have been considering what is known as the first table of the law, but with this commandment we move on to the second table of the law.  
And we recognize this distinction between the first and second tables of the law largely because of a passage that we read this morning in church.  
There, in Mark 12, Jesus summarizes the 10 commandments by saying that the greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and the second is to love your neighbour as yourself.  
And so, in the first table of the law, the first four commandments; worship God alone, worship God correctly, use God’s name carefully, and observe God’s Sabbath day, we see that God is directly in view. 
But in the second table of the law, the next six commandments; honour your parents, do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not lie, and do not covet, we see that God is indirectly in view as the primary attention switches to our neighbour.

And from the parallel passage to Mark 12, in Luke 10, you might remember that immediately after Jesus summarized the law, He was asked by the expert in the law, “And who is my neighbour?”  Well, with the fifth commandment, we are clearly directed to family as the first circle of neighbourhood, so to speak.  
Because God has revealed Himself to us as our Father, we are called to honour those who most closely resemble this relationship; our parents.  
And even recognizing the many very real difficulties that can exist in family relationships, I think we can still safely say that if we are unable to live peacefully in our own homes, it is unlikely that we will live peacefully outside them.  We are prepared for life out there, by what we learn at home.

But of course, the fifth commandment is not exclusively interested in the home.  Beyond this, it calls us to recognize that God has established all of human society to function as a kind of enlarged family.  
Ordinarily, families are composed of those who are superior; parents, and those who are inferior; children.  
Now, in using the words, superior and inferior, I am not suggesting that children are somehow worth less than parents.  I use them only in the sense of authority.  
In a family, because parents are given authority by God, they are superiors, and children are inferiors.  
The responsibility to honour goes from child toward parent, not the other way around.

And we all know that as we step outside of the home, we just move into different spheres of authority.  

And so, for homes and every other sphere of society to have any hope of functioning effectively, God has established a very basic rule to govern these relationships.  He says, “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.”

Well, we want to take a more general look at this idea of inferiors honouring superiors, today, by turning to 1 Peter 2:13-25.  And so, turn there with me please.  

Now, the Book of 1 Peter is typical of many NT letters in that it starts with doctrine before moving on to the application of doctrine.  
	And the doctrine part ends at 2:10.  
	In it Peter writes to these persecuted Christians to help them see that their suffering is not just the result of man’s activities, but because of what God is doing in and around His elect people.  
	And so, Peter calls them to face persecution as elect strangers on earth who look to heaven as their proper home.  	
	And then from 2:11, he describes the life that elect strangers are to live.  
	So as we come to our text then, we find that Peter begins to detail how this good life is to be lived.  


And here in vv13-25, we find that Peter summons believers to a Submissive Lifestyle.  And he does this by providing a description of the submissive lifestyle, and then by providing reasons for the submissive lifestyle; our two points.  

In the first place then, Peter summons believers to a submissive lifestyle by providing a description of the submissive lifestyle.  

Peter says in v13, “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors.”  And then, down in v17, he continues this thought by saying, “Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honour the king.”

And in these verses we are immediately drawn back to what we considered in the introduction.  The fifth commandment calls us to recognize that God wherever we are in life, at every moment of every given day, we exist in a sphere of authority.  
	Ultimately, of course, we live under God.  
	As David says in Psalm 139, “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?  If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.”  


	But if we start in the home, just as the fifth commandment says, children are to honour their parents.  
	Ephesians 6:1 says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”   

Galatians 3:20 says, “Children, obey your parents in everything.”  
	And so, boys and girls, and young people, to honour your parents, be obedient.  


	And then, as we saw before, as we step outside of the home, we just move into different spheres of authority.  At school, there are students and teachers.  
	Well here, I think it’s fair to say, we live in somewhat complicated times.  It’s frightening to read about the numbers of teachers leaving the profession, some in fear of their lives if not their well-being, because of the violence, the disrespect, and the rudeness being shown by students to teachers.  


	It wasn’t that long ago that there were very clear divisions between teachers and students.  The teacher was the superior, and the students were inferiors.  
	Now though, with ‘shared learning experiences,’ teachers wanting to be called by their first names and be friends, and a lack of any sense of respect for authority, that line has become very blurry.  
	But not the command of God.  That remains very clear.  “Submit yourself, for the Lord’s sake, to every authority instituted among men … show proper respect to everyone.”  


	And so, as students, you must honour, obey, and respect your teachers.  
	They must teach, and you must learn.  They must speak, and you must listen.  They must instruct, and you must obey.  

Don’t join with the world’s disrespectful attitude towards teachers.  

	At work too, there are employees and employers.  
	And this sphere of authority is what Paul deals with specifically in vv18-20.  
	Now, I don’t want to address the specific content of these verses today.  Lord willing, we will return to them in relation to the section on submission in Ephesians.  


	Suffice it to say for now that the principle that guides these verses reminds us that as employees, we are to submit our employers “with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.”  
	And these are challenging words for us congregation.  

For these verses make it quite clear that these slaves received beatings from their masters.  And Peter is calling them to submit, even to this sort of unjust treatment.  

	Now, we need to recognize that there are some cultural differences between the slavery of Peter’s time and the workplace of ours.  
	We may go to the police or to the labour tribunal when we are unjustly treated in the workplace.  


	Nevertheless, the teaching here is very clear: Putting up with injustice in the workplace, “for the Lord’s sake” is commendable before God and is part of our calling as Christians.  
	If we have opportunities to bear witness to the gospel by enduring hardship at work, submissively, we must do so “for the Lord’s sake.”


	And then in church, there are members and office-bearers.  
	And it’s here that we can get a little uncomfortable can’t we Brothers and Sisters.  After all, we are children of the Protestant Reformation.  We trace our very heritage back to the 16th century protest.  

Well in terms of office in the church, Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.”  
	And those of us who are professing members of the church recognize the need for this for we have all vowed, before the Lord, to “submit to the government of the church and also, if [we] become delinquent either in doctrine or life, to submit to its admonition and discipline.”  


	So what does this mean then, when the session makes a decision that we do not agree with?  
	Well, it needs to be said, that our first allegiance is and must be to God.  We must obey Him rather than go along with anything that is contrary to His Word.  


	But often in church life, the decisions that get us so upset are not things that are clearly contrary to the Word of God, but things about life in the church; decisions about duos, decisions about whether to do allow this in the bulletin or not, decisions about church activities, decisions about music or liturgy, decisions about flowers or decorations in the church, decisions about what material that will be used at Bible studies, etc etc etc.  


	Now, as believers, to each of us has been given the general office of prophet, priest, and king.  
	And so, I am not suggesting here that regardless of what office-bearers decide, members should simply obey.  Office-bearers have and will make mistakes.  
	And may God use you, as His people, to help us as office-bearers see those mistakes when they are made.  


	But let’s each of us remember the words of Hebrews 13: “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.”


	And finally, there is also the wider society.  Here too, as citizens, we are to honour, obey, and show respect to authorities like the police, the defense forces, the government, national and local, and the judiciary.  
	Paul says, “Honour the King.”  
	2 Timothy 2:1 says, “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone – for kings and all those in authority.”  
	Do you honour the Queen by praying for her?  For Prime Minister John Key?  O, you may disagree with his beliefs and some of his policies, but do you honour the Prime Minister that God has appointed over you?  

And if you do, what about the Helen Clarks and the Sue Bradfords and the Hone Harawiras?  Are you also careful to honour and show respect for them as the authorities appointed by God?  
	Do you take care to vote whenever there is opportunity to do so?  Whether it is national elections, local body elections, referenda, do you vote as an act of submission to authority?  

Are you careful to observe every law that you can observe, without breaking God’s law?

For all of this Brothers and Sisters is the fifth commandment in action.  This is the submissive lifestyle that God’s Word calls us to live.  

But not only are we given a description of this submissive lifestyle, throughout these verses we are also given a number of reasons for the submissive lifestyle; our second point.

	And the first one, as far as this passage is concerned, is implicit rather than explicit.
	You see, the very fact that Peter makes this call to submission kind of begs the question, doesn’t it.  Of all the things that needed addressing, why did he begin his application with a call to submission?  
	Well, sadly, the answer to this question comes largely from the behaviour of the Jews of this time.  Most governing authorities hated having a Jewish community living in their region.  For the Jews were noted for refusing the yoke of government.  They considered themselves exempt from every authority except God’s.  Thus, they were considered to be stubborn and ungovernable; a pain in the government’s neck!
	And it was in this environment that the Christian church began.  And because many Christians were Jews and because of similarities between the worship practices of Jews and Christians, Pagans considered Christians and Jews to be one and the same.  And in addition, Jewish converts to Christianity were bringing their rebellious baggage with them into the Church and influencing the Gentile Christians.  
	This is why Peter begins by addressing this area of the Christian lifestyle.  
	Anti-authoritarianism - a dislike for authority, was infecting the whole church.  That’s why Peter speaks firstly to this failing of theirs.  


	But in this connection, we may also look right back to the Garden of Eden and say that a lack of submission was the first sin.  Instead of walking in submission to God’s command, Adam and Eve chose the word of the serpent.   
	And ever since that time, submission has always been one of the chief problems for mankind.  No parent that I know of has ever spent any time at all training their children to be disobedient and disrespectful.  And yet, in no time at all, a child will look their parent in the eye and say “NO!,” when told to do something!  

And, are we any different brothers and sisters?  Do we find honour, respect, obedience, and submission any easier?  

	Well, let’s look then at the explicit reasons that our text provides.
	Firstly, note what v14 says about kings and governors.  They “are sent by Him (that is God).”  
	Romans 13:1 puts it this way: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.”  
	And they are established by God, as 1 Peter 2:14 continues “to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.” 
	This past week, I saw a bit of a TV show that follows the work of the police.  And after watching a man jump out of a car and over a wall, the policeman pulled up the car and spoke to the woman driving it.  And after giving a false name, saying that neither the car nor the handbag on the seat next to her were hers, admitting to having taken drugs and having a stash of them in the car, and then being discovered to be wanted in connection with other charges, she said to the policeman, “I hate the police, because they ruin your life.”  


	Now, the earthly authorities do not get things right all of the time.  In addition, they seem to be interested in far more than punishing evildoers and commending the good.  Nevertheless, as part of our responsibility to the fifth commandment, we are to submit to all of these earthly authorities because they have been established by God.


	But note the important words that are found in v13, words that get to the heart of submission.  We are to live the submissive lifestyle “for the Lord’s sake.”  
	Brothers and Sisters, there are going to be submissive, obedient, and respectful people in Hell!  There will be model citizens, model children, even model church members, in Hell.  These will be those who submit, but who do not submit for the Lord’s sake.  These will be those who submit with a grumpy look on their face, or a grumpy attitude in their hearts.  
	Do you know people like this boys and girls?  
	Do you obey your parents and teachers for the Lord’s sake?  
	Young people.  Do you make a point of being home at the time set by your parents for the Lord’s sake?  
	Brothers and Sisters?  Do you wear a seatbelt for the Lord’s sake?  
	Do you separate your recycling from your general rubbish for the Lord’s sake? 


	And then another reason to live the submissive lifestyle is given in v15.  Here it is expressed as a purpose.  Peter says “that by doing good you may silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.”  
	You see, because of the lazy, rebellious, and unsubmissive behaviour of some, there are unsaved people who think all Christians are dishonest, lazy, and rebellious.  

And God wants unsaved people to associate Christianity with virtue, love, humility, and submissiveness.  
And each one of you can test this by answering the following question:  What characteristics would your name be linked with in the minds of your school friends and workmates?  Lazy or loving?  Humble or arrogant?  Submissive or rebellious?  

	But finally, the most important reason of all is given in the second half of v21.  For if Peter had finished with just the first half of v21, this text would ring somewhat hollow.  But as we move on in v21, we see that this text is not just a program for the good ordering of society or an industrial relations policy.  No this is clearly a gospel injunction towards holy living.  For Peter goes on in v21 to say, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His footsteps.”  
	You see, the example of submission, par excellence, is Jesus Christ.  And as Peter goes on to describe what it is about Jesus Christ that is our example, he borrows heavily from what we read earlier in Isaiah 53.  He wants us see Jesus Christ as the Suffering servant; the perfect model for submissive Christianity.  The features of Jesus’ life that are our example are found in vv22-24.  
	As your Bibles reveal, v22 begins with a quote from Isa 53:9: “He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.”  
	V23 refers back to Isa 53:7.  There we read, “He was oppressed and afflicted yet He did not open His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter and as a sheep before His shearers is silent so He did not open His mouth.” 

Jesus demonstrated perfect submission.

	Shortly, we will sit down to the Supper of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Taking the bread, I will urge us “to remember and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus Christ was broken for a complete remission of all our sins.”  
	When Peter calls you to endure an unjust beating, He has the example of the broken body of Jesus Christ in his mind.  
	You see, the word Peter uses for “beating” literally means “smashed to a bloody pulp.”  

It is exactly the same word used in Matthew 26:67 to describe the beating Jesus endured in His trial before the crucifixion.  
	The result of this beating was prophesied by Isaiah.  In ch. 52:14, we read that His “appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man, and His form marred beyond human likeness.”  

Peter wants you to remember the beaten, smashed, disfigured, and unrecognizable body of your Saviour.  

	And as we take up the wine, I will urge us “to remember and believe that the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ was shed for a complete remission of all our sins.”  
	When Peter calls you to a life of submission, He has the example of the poured out blood of Jesus Christ in his mind.  
	V24 says, “By His wounds you have been healed.”  Other translations read, “By His stripes you were healed.”  
	Here again, Peter is remembering the flogging of Jesus recorded in Mark 15:15.  
	You see, the Romans used a whip of leather cords to which were attached pieces of lead or brass, or small, sharp pointed bones.  The whipping was so intense that the body became frightfully lacerated.  Ancient records reveal that the cruel whip would expose veins, muscles, and even the bowels.  The Greek word that Peter uses for “wounds” refers to the blood that pours out from a wound.  

Again, this is a reference back to Isaiah. 
	In ch. 53:5, it says of Jesus, “the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.”  The word in Greek is actually in the singular; wound, not woundS.  When Peter remembers the body of Jesus, he describes it as one big wound.  

Peter wants you to remember the lacerated, torn, and bleeding body of Jesus; to see the blood that poured from His wounds.

	You see, Peter saw the mangled and broken form of His beloved Jesus hanging on the accursed cross.  He understood that Jesus endured all this punishment though innocent.  
	And if Jesus could endure all this then surely, Peter too could endure even unjust suffering?  

Surely, these persecuted Christians could endure unjust suffering?  
Surely, Brothers and Sisters, we too could endure unjust suffering?

	There is however, one final thing that must be said about Jesus as our example.  In v25, we read, “For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”  
	This is the last reference to Isaiah.  In ch. 53:6, it says, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  


	You see, many people have made the unfortunate mistake of satisfying themselves with Jesus as their example.  They have been content to ask themselves, “What would Jesus do?”  
	But you see, this question fails to get at the essence of Christianity. The essence of Christianity comes down to this question, “What DID Jesus do?”  


	Jesus lived a life of perfect submission.  Though innocent, He endured the wrath of God that you deserved.  And in so doing, He kept the fifth commandment.   
	And He did this so that He as the Shepherd and Overseer of your soul could steer you back into the arms of your Father in Heaven.


Submit yourselves, then, to every authority instituted among men, “for the Lord’s sake.”  Amen.

